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Screening 
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Information for parents and carers



What is phonics?
Synthetic phonics is 
a method that’s used to teach 
pupils how to read and write in 
English.
It introduces sound units and 
sight words one at a time.
We use Bug Club Phonics to 
teach phonics. 



How do we teach 
phonics?
• Children start reading in 
Reception, learning phase 2 and 3 
sounds. 
• In Year 1, we spend time 
consolidating phase 2 and 3 
where necessary and build on 
their reading with phase 4 and 5.



• Phase 4 consists of the blends in words. E.g. 
st, tr, lt, mp. Asking children to spot these in 
words and read them together enables more 
accurate reading when sounding words out 
especially longer words.

• In Phase 5,  children learn new alternate 
graphemes (different ways of spelling each 
sound).E.g. owl, out and alternative 
pronunciations for these: for example, learning 
that the grapheme ‘ow’ makes a different 
sound in ‘snow’ and ‘cow’. 
• Children also learn split digraphs – these are 
made up of two letters that are “split” by having 
another letter in the middle of them. For 
example a-e in “game” or i-e in “tide”



What is the Phonic Screening 
Check? 
• The Phonics Screening Check (PSC) 
is a national check that all Year 1 
children take part in. 
• The check was designed to test 
children’s ability to read and decode a 
series of words.
• Testing will take place nationally 
during June.
Those that don't meet the expected 
standard will retake in Year 2. 



How do we assess? 
• The Check is completed on a 1:1 
basis with the class teacher. 
• Children have to read 20 words 
and 20 pseudo (nonsense) words. 
The pseudo words are represented 
with an alien. 



How can you help? 
• Read regularly. Support children with 
the segmenting and blending of words 
when they are stuck. 
• Use sound mats (attached) to practise
recognition of the sounds. 
• Make flashcards (attached), use 
magnetic letters on your fridge, use 
paint/crayons/chalk as means of 
practising. 
• Encourage children to read anything! 
• Make up words with flashcards and 
ask your child to sound them out.



How can you help? 
• To support children in spotting 
digraphs/trigraphs in words and 
reading them as one sound. We 
encourage children to add ‘sound 
buttons’ to each word. 
• This encourages children to look 
for any digraphs/trigraphs in words 
first before trying to sound out 
each letter individually. 

.


