
 

 Give meaning to their marks – beginning to write letters, words and simple 

sentences. 

 Write their own name – using correct letter formation. 

 Use phonics to spell words – writing words by sounding them out (c-a-t = cat). 

 Begin to spell some tricky words (also called “common exception words”), such 

as, I, go, to, the, no. 

 Use simple punctuation – capital letters at the start of a sentence and full stops at 

the end (with support). 

 Form letters correctly – most letters the right way round and correctly sized. 

 Write simple captions and sentences – and re-read them to check it makes 

sense. 

 Write for real purposes – labels, cards, lists, messages, stories. 

 Begin to talk about their writing – saying what it says and what it means. 

 
 

How you can help at home 

 Encourage your child to write for fun – shopping lists, birthday cards, notes. 
 Read daily to your child and talk about how stories are built. 
 Say and sing rhymes together and have fun. 
 Give pens, pencils, chalk, paint, sand and playdough for your child to use for 

mark-making and self-expression. 
 Play sound games to support phonics (What sound does “cat” start with?). 
 Celebrate all attempts at writing – even if words are spelled phonetically. 
 Encourage your child to read back what they have written and tell you all 

about it (even mark-making). 
 Encourage them to use full sentences when speaking. 
 Find words when you are out and about and talk about what they mean. 


