Y1 Writing Expectations

By the end of Year 1, children are expected to:

Write simple sentences — that make sense and are linked to an idea.
Use capital letters and full stops — sometimes using question marks and
exclamation marks.
Choose simple but interesting words — starting to expand vocabulary beyond
‘big” or “nice.”
Use grammar correctly, including:

o Words joined with ‘and’ and ‘but’

o Using the correct tense (I can run fast, | ran yesterday).
Begin to use punctuation, such as:

o Capital letters at the start of a sentence and for names.

o Full stops at the end of a sentence.

o Question marks and exclamation marks introduced.
Spell phonetically — writing words as they sound and starting to spell some
common words correctly (the, said, was, you).
Handwriting should show clear letter formation — with most letters the right size
and written on the line.
Write short pieces — stories, captions, lists, labels, simple instructions.

Re-read their writing — to check it makes sense.

How you can help at home

¢+ Encourage your child to write every day — notes, labels, shopping lists,
birthday cards.

+¢ Practise handwriting — focusing on letter size and shape.

¢+ Support them to spell challenging words (said, are, one, they).

++ Read together daily — spotting punctuation like capital letters and full stops.

¢+ Ask them to read their writing aloud — it helps them notice mistakes.

++ Talk with your child frequently and remind them to speak using full sentences

¢ Find interesting words when you are out and about or watching something
together and talk about what they mean.




